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UM MEN NETTERS END SEASON
guf'fey/pas

5/11/79
state, big sky
MISSOULA—

The University of Montana men's tennis team recently concluded the 1979
season, finishing fifth out of seven teams in the Big Sky Conference
championships hosted by Weber State in Ogden, Utah.
Host Weber won the event with 48 points, followed by Idaho (42) and
Boise State (37).

UM had 14 points.

"We were very, very competitive," said second-year coach Bruce Scott.
"We played very well against Boise in the first round, and then kind of
folded.

That really hurt our momentum."

"An example," continued Scott, "was Saul Chessin who took last year's
conference champion to three sets (2-6, 6-3, 6-1)."
"We had kind of a bad draw (UM played Weber, Boise and Idaho in that
order); but that wasn't why we got beat.

It was a tough tournament.

end of the third day stamina was a big factor.
standouts for us.

By the

(Chris) Mertz and Chessin were

They played very consistant."

Scott added he thought Chessin, "could have won at the No. 2 spot," and
"we played Montana State and Idaho State (9-0, 5-4) very tough."
UM finished with a 4-8 record in duals, which included a swing through
California early in the season, when they had had very little practice time
because of poor weather.
"We are looking at a much stronger team next year," Scott said.
some good talent interested in coming here.

-more/over-

"We have

We played a tough schedule this
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year, and we need that experience again next year.

I also hope to have a

better conference schedule next season."
Montana's scores at the Big Sky tourney:
Boise State.........LO-9
Weber State.........LO-9
Idaho.............. LO-9
No. Arizona.........LO-9
Idaho State.........W9-0
Montana State...... W5-4
Individual finishes:
Singles:

No. 1, Chris Mertz, 2-4; No. 2, Saul Chessin, 2-4; No. 3,

Jay Lauer, 1-5; No. 4, Steve Stuebner, 1-5; No. 5, Billy Wood, 2-4; and No. 6,
Lawrence Silverman, 1-5.
Doubles:

No. 1, Mertz-Chessin, 2-4; No. 2, Stuebner-Lauer, 2-4; and

No. 3, Wood-SiIverman, 1-5.
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